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Robins: This week, the Robins have been busy working on their gross motor and fine motor skills in preparation for writing. We
are learning to “pinch and flip” when picking up a pencil and beginning to understand the correct sitting position ready to write.
We have learned the next group of sounds (these are in your packs to practice at home). In maths, we have been using conkers
on 5 frames to find different ways of representing numbers 1-5. Amazing work Robins!

Goldfinches:This week in Goldfinches we had an unexpected, naughty visitor — Cave Baby, who left behind some ‘artwork’ on
the class windows... We spoke about a time we were naughty, and a few children struggled to think of a time they were naughty!
(Isn’t that funny?) We continued practising our handwriting of Long Ladder letters and learned a-e, o-e, i-e in Phonics. In maths,
Year 1 did one less and one more within numbers to 10 and counting on from any given number. In Year 2 we learned how to
exchange 10 ones for 1 ten and used a place value grid. In Topic we focused on what life was like on Christopher Columbus’
ship and chose jobs to do on the ship. In French we have so far learned 10 colours. In PSHE we spoke about the emotion worry
and listed people we may talk to when we feel this way. In RE we looked at features of an Islamic Prayer mat and the importance
of being able to focus when praying. Finally, in PE we continued practising our dodging skills in fundamentals and in
gymnastics, we balanced on apparatus.

Kingfishers- Roll up, roll up! We started this week of with a BANG! Our classroom transformed into a crazy, intriguing circus.
This inspired our writing for the book we have now started reading in English; Leon and the Place Between. The children
‘WOWED’ us by creating some amazing sentences using some brilliant adjectives to describe the nouns we could see within our
circus. In PHSE, we have been talking a lot about memories, and the feeling of grief. Next week we plan to create some lovely
memory boxes to coincide with this, to cherish these memories of past and present. Please can children bring a small
cardboard/plastic box (no bigger than a backpack) into school for next Tuesday (1st Oct) — we have some spare if you cannot
find any. The rest of the week, we have been working hard in all areas showing lots of determination and curiosity, asking those
‘Why’ questions, like St Thomas who inspires our values, not taking things for face value!

Woodpecker: This week we have started our new book called FArTHER by Grahame Baker-Smith. We began by making
predictions about the characters and the setting of the text. We then started asking questions and describing the setting, using
noun phrases and multi-clause sentences. We have also been completing some assessments in our core subjects. In Science we
started an experiment looking at how different materials affected how far a toy car would travel. In music we learnt about
dynamics. We also had a virtual author event where we listened to ‘denny MclLachlan’ talk about her books and how she became
an author. It was very interesting, and we learnt a lot. On our class page on www.kltprimary.co.uk, there is a link to the 500-word
writing challenge. If your child felt inspired, maybe they could have a go.

Golden Eagles: Golden Eagles have had a busy week! On Tuesday we had a trip to the Lincolnshire Showground for a
Construction Day. We learnt how to drive a mini digger, wear PPE correctly and safely, how to identify hazards on a construction
site and how wind turbines are made! The children engaged in the activities and asked lots of questions throughout the day. We
have read more of our book ‘The Last Wild’ in English this week. The children have written some lovely sentences which include
relative clauses and noun phrases. We are planning to use these in our character descriptions. In Maths we have began a new
unit which is addition and subtraction using written methods. Year 6 have enjoyed our virtual author session this week with
Jenny MclLachlan who write the book ‘Land of Roar’. They came up with all kinds of characters they would use in their own
stories. During art this week, we sketched a landscape outside our classroom window and will apply paint next week!
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CLASS ATTENDANCE AWARDS

The winning class gets to keep an attendance trophy for a week. We are aiming
for 97+%

Robins- 95.8%
Goldfinches-97.9 %
Kingfishers- 97.4%
Woodpeckers-94.4 %
Golden Eagles- 98.5%

ATTENDANCE
4 AWARD * |

Well Done Golden Eagles!!!

Working together to

ATTENDANCE POLICY UPDATE ™

Suratory gudence 'or malstained
whook acesenan i1deperdent

scheoks and lozal aatharitiss

At the end of the summer term, our newsletter made you aware that there was going to be an
update from the Department of Education regarding Attendance.

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/working-together-to-improve-school-attendance.
Based on this guidance we have had to review our attendance policy. Please find this new
attendance policy on our website https://www.kltprimary.co.uk/policies/

Dear Parents and Carers,

As part of our commitment to maintaining high levels of school attendance, we would like to inform
you about some important changes regarding holiday absences and unauthorised leave. These
changes align with the Department for Education (DFE) updated guidance on improving school
attendance, effective from 19th August 2024 in collaboration with the Local Authority.

The Academy consistently emphasises the significance of good attendance. We recognise that
absences impact not only a student’'s academic performance but also their social well-being within
the school community. The Academy closely monitors the attendance of all our learners and
communicates with families when concerns arise. Our aim is to continue to work collaboratively
with the families to address any issues and we will provide support and explore solutions together
to support all learners to be in school regularly and on time.

Penalty notices and prosecution.

It is important to be aware that poor attendance may result in the issuing of penalty notices to
parents. These notices can apply to term-time holidays, any unauthorised absences, or a
combination of both. The national threshold for issuing a penalty notice in England is 10 sessions
of unauthorised absence within a 10-week period. This typically equates to 5 school days. (e.g. 4
sessions of holiday taken in term time plus 6 sessions of arriving late after the register closes all
within 10 school weeks). These sessions can be consecutive (e.g. 10 sessions of holiday in one
week) or not (e.g. 6 sessions of unauthorised absence taken in 1 week and 1 per week for the next
4 weeks). The period of 10 school weeks can also span different terms or school years (e.g. 2
sessions of unauthorised absence in the Summer Term and a further 8 within the Autumn Term).
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A Penalty Notice can be issued under the following legislation:

o Section 7 of the Education Act 1996 places upon parents a duty to ensure that their child
receives efficient full-time education either by regular attendance at school or otherwise

 Where a child is a registered pupil at a school and the parent fails to ensure that child’s regular
attendance at school the parent is liable to be prosecuted for a criminal offence under Section
444 of the Education Act

e In cases where this duty is not being fulfilled Section 444B of the same Act empowers the Local
Authority to issue a Penalty

Please note: A Penalty Notice can also be issued if your child is seen in a public place within the
first 5 days of an exclusion from their school.

o Section 103 of the Education and Inspections Act 2006 makes it a duty for parents in relation to
pupils subject to a fixed period or permanent exclusion to ensure that their child is not present
in a public place during school hours, without reasonable justification, during the first five days
of any such exclusion. If a child is present in a public place during the first five days of an
exclusion during school hours the parent may be guilty of an offence for which they can be
prosecuted by the LA before a magistrates' court or issued with a Penalty Notice.

See below for further information:

Penalty Notice Details
First Notice in a 3 [ Issued to each parent.
year period: Charged at £80 if paid within 21 days

£160 if paid within 28 days.
Second Notice in a 3 | Issued to each parent.

year period: Charged at a flat rate of £160 if paid within 28 days.
Third Noticeina 3 Alternative action should be taken, for example prosecution or other
year period: attendance legal interventions.

Fines per parent are capped at two within any three-year period.
If a parent is prosecuted for their child’s non-attendance, they could face a
fine of up to £2,500.

It is important to note that fines are a last resort, and parents are offered support from the academy
on many occasions to improve their child’s attendance first. Below is a reminder of the key
attendance procedures to note:

Reporting absence

If your child is absent from school, please promptly notify the academy providing the reason on
each and every day of the absence. Accurate and detailed attendance records are essential, and
your swift action contributes to this.

Medical Appointments

While we encourage scheduling medical appointments outside of school hours, we understand that
it’s not always feasible. If you must have an appointment during the school day, please take only
the essential time away from school to minimise disruptions to your child’s education. Additionally,
we kindly request that you provide the academy with a copy or screen shot of the appointment
letter so that we can document it in the child’s file.















